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and all allowed to boil or simmer till daylight, when the cook
added four biscuits, broken up, to the mess, and invited all hands
to breakfast. The swelling of the peas and bisecuit had now
filled the kettle to the brim, so thick that a stick would stand
upright in it. It looked inviting, and I begged for a plate full of
it, and ate little else during the journey. The men now squatted
in a circle, the kettle in their midst, and each one plying his
wooden spoon or ladle from kettle to mouth, with almost electrie
speed, soon filled every cavity. Then the pipes were soon
brought into full smoke.

Our encampment being at the foot of a small fall or cascade,
over which canoes and all had to be transported, the guide would
not allow talking; so all was bustle, each man’s duty being, at
every trip, to carry two packages of eighty-four pounds each,
over the portages; and six men to carry the canoe, which counted
for one trip for each of them, it remaining for them to carry a
package afterwards. All was soon over, the boats re-loaded,
when the paddle would resume its strokes, with the merriest
songs accompanying its play. 1 conclude that the breakfast on
pea soup, with the condition of the atmosphere, so affected the
nasal organs that the men suffered intensely the first few days.

With respect to camping, cooking, and scenery, there was little
variation during the journey. I may, however, mention the
beautiful sheet of water falling about forty or fifty feet into the
Ottawa, near the present city of that name, where at the time of
which T write—seventy years ago—there was not even the
shadow of a mansion. This fall was very properly called Le
Rideau, for it has the appearance of a beautiful curtain.

At length we reached the Portage de Vause, three miles from
Lake Nipissing. At the end of the portage was a log hut, with
three or four Canadians—a North West trading-post; the only
house or human beings we had seen since leaving Lachine. The
people were very kind, giving me some fish, and offering me
lodgings for the night; the former I thankfully received, but
preferred my tent to the latter. Parts of two days were spent in
getting all things over this long portage, while the peas, pork and
cakes had been considerably lessened. The second day, how-



